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Professor Erhard's A ddr e ss to QEBC 



Ths Ftdnrsl Bsputlie ’Minister of Ecooooloo, Prof* Erhard, 
■ads o BpMob st Strasbourg on April 22, as Cbslfwa of ths . 
QEBC Council of Unlstsrs. Ths ap ssch was printed in ths 
"Holistic" of the Pederal Press sod Information Ssrrlos, which 
stated In its oeptioc that ths a pssefa was of "fuodaasotsl sig- 
nificance..* for Urops's eoo o oad c p raM ses and with ooops ra tio n 
in the various E u ropean organizations." 

An informal translotion of the "UiUetin* art ids is 
sttaehsd fhr ths Dspartesnt's lnforastlon. 

For ths Chsrgrf d'AXThinse a«U 

\ \ ( ' •' A* 

Hetty J. Tsaos 

Minister for S oo nn a d o Affhirs 
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E ocioeurs Bo. 1 
Despatch Bo* 1708 
fro* BOBB 
Hay 14, 1959 



Mi aynrt ite far Brat* 

flribssqusct to the analysis of tbs (EEC annual report. Mini* tor Erhard wont 
ob to sayt 

"To the asteriel oootent of the report I want to odd thet, In ey opinion, 
Europe's hiotorlool Bisalon should not bo ooooldorod oo asterlelistic pursuits 
or o striving for poUtieol power. In view of tbe political oeaooo to oar old 
ooctlnoet, wo boro to keep In Bind that we cannot prosper unless we a tick 
together. In tbo oonrraln field we oerve that pu r po se through CK8C. Ua should 
not end suet not overlook, h o w eve r , that European strength of Bind and opirlt 
oteno portioolarly tram ite manifold ways of lifo 0 Individuality io the thing 
to i—naiae no against nnaunlwi and oolleetlviSB and tho totalitarian principles. 

"I profsoa adhesenoa to the objectives and aiaa of the Cobbdd Market and 
to ite cl ose r ties and antoal oblige tlooo 0 However, while the Comoo Market 
Bit not aplit Europe, 1 frankly state, with refanonoe to GEEC, that all ooon- 
triee abiding by that urganlaetlon should particularly endeavor to find once 
liberalised fbrne and antuelly binding patterns of cooperation. The whole of 
Europe is a precious thing not to he lost to all of ua. 

"Personally, I believe we should not revert to the sine of the past. I 
have no intention of estafallahlig analogies to the orltioal situation of the 
thirties; however, that oriole was not sobs cures Inflicted by heaven, but 
developed from beginnings. At that tins the international tenet was that the 
QBinoua developments could be reeadlail effectively by the nationalistic and 
proteetlenietio policy of isolationists* Such dismantling of international 
o oopq s y tuned out to be an Inflict ion. 

"Moreover, there were these wild notions that oartel ttv tenant n eight 
el Inina to discrepancies b et w e en supply and dseando Instead of missing the 
sort sting tenelona through volame InoTsaelrg trends and other aeons of so ooo r- 
aging ooBSuaptloo, one eo deev or ed to r e- e s tablish the eooooB i c equilibrloa by 
tampering with production, adjusting it to oonsouptlon which n*™r\i***r***yj 
d ecr eased the national Income? Of oouraa, these effhrte which were bound to 
foil aeent disaster. Therefore, It ia lepers tive at this date to halt these 
no-bet ter-t he eeeand ties praotioes. Us suet never forget that nationalism and 
egotiea were the very aoourgee of Europe. 

"Ua era standing up for Stoops. Of oouraa, we have loomed a lot free the 
peat the easy and the bard way, but dealing with the o ur r an t situation wa Boat 
be oognleent of our intrinsic responsibility. Ua know how to shape our oqbboo 
fortune, nay •or will to do the right and p r op er thing he atroog and unlagging." 
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